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 Often, the West is perceived as a monolithic, perfectly homogenous entity where the 

differences between the nations it comprises diminish. However, many instances prove that it is 

much closer to a live community where every nation is aware of their similarities and ties, yet 

simultaneously has unique and distinct culture, history and aims, shaped in accordance to what is 

perceives to be its national interest. A vivid example of this claim can be witnessed in the diverging 

responses to the Bosnian civil war of the years 1992-1995 between Greece and the majority of the 

West.  

The idea that Greece should be included in any perception of the West is familiar to most 

individuals that constitute it, as it is widely accepted as the cradle of Western civilization. 

However, the reaction to this war and the atrocities that accompanied it was vastly different 

between the Western and the Greek political leadership, public opinion and media at the time. 

Western governments had positioned themselves against the Serb-Bosnian army of Ratko Mladić, 

and the media in most European countries and the U.S. portrayed the Serb-Bosnians as war 

criminals, fostering a hostile stance by the public.1 On the contrary, although in retrospect the 

stance of the Greek society and political leadership have been severely criticized by the country’s 

media and scholarship, while these events were occurring Greece supported the Serb-Bosnian 

effort by sending material help, and more than 25 Greek volunteers had joined the Serb-Bosnian 

forces. Also, despite the backlash by their colleagues some years later, media representatives at 

 
1 Matheson, Kimberly, and Sanela Dursun. 2001. “Social Identity Precursors to the Hostile 

Media Phenomenon: Partisan Perceptions of Coverage of the Bosnian Conflict.” Group 

Processes & Intergroup Relations - GROUP PROCESS INTERGROUP RELA 4 (April): 116–25, 

118-119. 



the time presented the conflict as righteous resistance of the Serb residents of Bosnia against their 

persecutions by the Bosnian-Muslims.2  

In this paper, I am going to analyze the difference in media coverage of the most 

monumental act of this war, formally called by the UN the “Massacre of Srebrenica.” After briefly 

contextualizing the event, I am going to analyze the solid binding factors connecting Greece to the 

West, as well as to Serbia. Then, I am going to closely examine the coverage of the massacre by 

Western media through the BBC’s documentary “Death of Yugoslavia” produced shortly after the 

event. For the Greek media response, I will analyze a news report from the mainstream TV channel 

MEGA which also includes an interview with a Greek volunteer that took part in this act, to get an 

insight into the reasoning behind the Greek stance.   

 The Bosnian civil war was undoubtedly the most violent conflict that broke out in the 

Balkans after the dissolution of the Yugoslav Republic in 1991, with the UN estimating it left more 

than 100,000 victims and created 2,000,000 refugees.3 Approximately 1/3 of the Bosnian 

population was ethnically Serb and pushed intensely towards the unification with Serbia. Aiming 

to create “The Great Serbia,” the Serb-Bosnian army led by Ratko Mladić of the Republika Srpska 

 
2 “Η Σφαγή Της Σρεμπρένιτσα Στον Γιουγκοσλαβικό Εμφύλιο, Όπου Εκτελέστηκαν 8.000 

Άνδρες Εν Ψυχρώ. Η Συμμετοχή Ελλήνων Εθελοντών Στη Μεγαλύτερη Γενοκτονία Στην 

Ευρώπη Μετά Τον Β΄ Παγκόσμιο.” Μηχανή του Χρόνου Ελληνική Ραδιοφωνία Τηλεόραση. 

n.d. Accessed April 3 2020. 

3 UN drafting group. 2018. “Step Backwards For Bosnia’s Autonomous Serb Region As 

Assembly Reneges On Srebrenica Genocide Report.” UN News. 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2018/08/1017272 (Accessed 15 March 2020). 



in Bosnia, under the presidency of Radovan Karadžić clashed with the Bosnian army of Sefer 

Halilović. The conflict was also particularly gruesome, and both sides accept the occurrence of 

many war crimes, that recent studies suggest were committed in their majority by the Serb-Bosnian 

army and the paramilitaries assisting it.  

The most dreadful act of the war occurred between the 11th and the 22nd of July 1995, 

when the Serb-Bosnian forces captured the town of Srebrenica in eastern Bosnia. Named the 

“Massacre of Srebrenica” by the UN, it is perceived by Western scholarship as the worst genocidal 

act of the 20th century in post-Holocaust European history.4 According to UN estimates, within 

just 11 days the Serb-Bosnian army murdered approximately 8,000 Bosnian men of all ages in the 

area of Srebrenica, despite it was deemed a “safe area” by the UNPROFOR peacekeepers.5  

Before analyzing the media coverage of the act, it should be noted that Greece’s belonging 

to the West is evident by both its essential contribution in the establishment of the western canon 

and its more recent economic, social and political association with the West. Numerous fields of 

knowledge progressed by Western civilization, including among others philosophy, theater, 

political theory, medicine, astronomy, natural science, were built upon ideas and paradigms 

developed by the ancient Greeks.6 The European Renaissance widely considered as “the beginning 

 
4 Mulaj, Klejda. Genocide and the ending of war: Meaning, remembrance and denial in 

Srebrenica, Bosnia. Exeter: Springer Science+Business Media Dordrecht 2017, 2017: 2. 

5 LeBor, Adam. “A Safe Area.” In Complicity with Evil, 23–43. The United Nations in the Age 

of Modern Genocide. Yale University Press, 2006, 24 

6 Paparella, Emanuel L. Europa: An Idea and a Journey: Essays on the Origins of the Eu’S 

Cultural Identity and Its Economic-Political Crisis. Xlibris Corporation, 2012, 181 



of European intellectuality” is based on the revival of classic antiquity, and the Enlightenment 

movement was heavily influenced by Greek cogitation, resulting in the gradual spread of 

democracy.7  

In modern history, the dependency of Greece from the great European powers at the time, 

England, France and Russia, was inaugurated even before the formation of the sovereign Greek 

state, with their decisive assistance in the latter’s efforts to gain independence from the Ottoman 

Empire in the beginning of the 19th century. Resultingly, Greek politics were initially dominated 

by these states, as the only three parties in the Greek parliament were each affiliated and named 

after one of them.8 The determining moment ensuring that Greece’s economic, political and social 

conditions would be shaped in accordance to the Western liberal-capitalist model came in the 

Moscow Conference of 1944, with Great Britain and the Soviet Union deciding that they would 

have 90% and 10% influence of the newly liberated state, respectively.9 Also, in recent times 

Greece’s political relations with the West have been fostered by its participation to many 

 
7 Loomis, Louise Ropes. “The Greek Renaissance in Italy.” The American Historical Review 13, 

no. 2 (1908,) 250-251 

8 Μαργαρίτης, Γεώργιος et, al. Θέματα Νεοελληνικής Ιστορίας. Αθήνα¨Ελληνικό Παιδαγωγικό 

Ινστιτούτο, 2013, 64-68 

9 SIRACUSA, JOSEPH M. "The Meaning of TOLSTOY: Churchill, Stalin, And The Balkans 

Moscow, October 1944." Diplomatic History 3, no. 4 (1979,) 443-44.  



multinational organizations, being among others a founding member of the UN and joining the EU 

and NATO shortly after their foundation.10  

 However, the close relations between Greece and Serbia formed by centuries of 

coexistence in geographic proximity should not be neglected. Initiated by Mutimir’s request for 

the conversion of the Serbs to Orthodox Christianity in 852, multiple missionary efforts by the 

Byzantine Empire shielded ties of affection between the two, with the Serbs helping the Empire 

defend against the Bulgarian attacks a century later. The mutual faith became a key bonding factor 

after the occupation of both regions by the Muslim Ottoman Turks, with a lot of Greeks moving 

to northern Balkan regions. The 19th century was a period featuring violent uprisings in the Balkans 

by different peoples aiming to gain their freedom from the falling Ottoman Empire. After the 

violent suppression of such independence movements in northern Greece, the common religion 

fostered a great wave of immigration towards Serbian regions. Blooming communities with Greek 

schools and churches were established, where Greeks and Serbs alike would attend the liturgy.11  

The relations between the countries were truly fortified by the Serb-led Yugoslavia’s 

decision to provide shelter and humanitarian aid for thousands of refugees created by the Greek 

civil war, the bloodiest conflict in modern Greek history.12 Also, special facilities were organized 

for the “children of war,” smuggled out of the country by the communists to supposedly prevent 

 
10 “Η Ελλάδα στους Διεθνείς Οργανισμούς - Εξωτερική Πολιτική.” Hellenic Republic – Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs. 2020. Accessed April 9, 2020 

11 Králová, Kateřina. Οι εθνικές μειονότητες στη Γιουγκοσλαβία του Τίτο. Prague: Flavia Viera, 

2013, 18-20. 

12 Králová, “Οι εθνικές μειονότητες στη Γιουγκοσλαβία του Τίτο,” 26. 



them from experiencing the hardships of war and getting propagandized into political 

reorientation.13 In more recent times the economic and political ties between the countries remain 

strong, and intensive Greek economic activity occurs in Serbia.14  Most importantly, the 

combination of the aforementioned factors results in a sense of brotherhood widely spread among 

the peoples of both countries, that both feel they have an ally they can rely on in the turbulent 

Balkan area.15        

The aforementioned deviation of Greek media from the Western narrative at the time is 

deemed a source of national shame by modern Greek scholars and reporters. However, it is treated 

more like an unfortunate phenomenon, and the complex reasoning behind it is not analyzed in 

depth. For this purpose, I will start my analysis by examining part of BBC’s documentary: “Death 

of Yugoslavia.”16  

The video begins with camerawork from a Serb-Bosnian village burnt to the ground by 

Bosnian-Muslims, implying that it provoked the massacre in the neighboring Srebrenica, followed 

by a frame of Serbian President Slobodan Milošević remarking that what is happening is beyond 

rationality. This of course, is contrasted with the narrator’s insight that the Bosnians were in the 

 
13 Králová, “Οι εθνικές μειονότητες στη Γιουγκοσλαβία του Τίτο,” 28, 30. 

14 “Οικονομικές Σχέσεις - ΣΕΡΒΙΑ.” Hellenic Republic – Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 2020. 

Accessed April 9, 2020 

15 “Οικονομικές Σχέσεις – ΣΕΡΒΙΑ,” Hellenic Republic – Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  

16 BBC, “Srebrenica Massacre (1995),” Death of Yugoslavia, Youtube video, 8:38, posted by 

“TheStevenBlue,” March 21, 2011, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_r2EOwrZCc  

 



area only to seek refuge from the war waging all around them, yet the American intervention would 

occur only after the people of Srebrenica had been “sacrificed” in the hands of the Serb-Bosnian 

military men. With these initial thoughts we are introduced to the situation inside Srebrenica from 

the BBC narrator and officers of the Bosnian Army. They all agree that the people of Srebrenica 

have been suffering, and their only wish was their lives to return to normality.  

 The tragic nature of the events is further intensified by the fact that the interviewees were 

already aware of the fate of Srebrenica before it unfolded. Knowing the zeal of the Serb-Bosnians 

to invade the town, compliance was the only possible route of action after Mladić requested the 

removal of Bosnian commanders from Srebrenica. The consolidating words of an assistant to the 

Clinton administration characterizing wise the decision to give up Srebrenica in favor of other 

regions in central Bosnia are abruptly disrupted by the deafening gunfire of a tank, signifying the 

invasion and occupation of the town by Mladić’ army. Both the narrator and the former town 

council make it clear to the viewers that the demand of the people in the area was not the acquisition 

of new territory, but merely their survival. As the town council states, 15,000 people had to walk 

through a minefield with the hope to save their life, aware that the Serb-Bosnian occupiers would 

not treat them civilly. 

 The narration and the camerawork that follows vividly illuminate the contrast between the 

town’s square packed with more than 25,000 Bosnians that turned into the UN headquarters for 

protection, and the worried faces of the Dutch peacekeepers that seem unable to handle the 

situation. The next frames depict Ratko Mladić caressing a Muslim boy after the occupation of 

Srebrenica, followed by Radovan Karadžić attending a liturgy, with both men generously 

promising the safety of the civilians and their ability to choose where they would prefer to be 

moved. However, the truth behind these false promises is soon exposed. Next are images of 



mourning women arriving to a neighboring region in overloaded vehicles, and the apparent 

realization of the narrator, that the men of Srebrenica have disappeared.   

 The ugly truth unfolds with the gruesome words of a woman living in Srebrenica, saying 

that many men were abducted in their sleep and promptly executed. After that comes a frame of 

an empty and muddy landfill, where 2,000 Bosnian-Serbs in mass graves were later found. Some 

objects, namely a dirty sneaker, a bone and a boot are depicted, neglected on the ground and 

standing for the unjust and abrupt way the life of these people had come to an end. With a 

Srebrenica survivor describing the heart-breaking experience of having to look for acquaintances 

among the murdered, there is a transition from the deadly silence to the loud noise of a group of 

unarmed men trudging through the forest, deemed “easy prey” by the narrator. Another 

interviewed Srebrenica citizen draws a simile saying that if life in Srebrenica was hell, this walking 

journey was its ninth and most fierce circle.  

 The intense turmoil that occurred is made vivid by shots of armed Serb-Bosnian soldiers 

shouting at the devastated, walking men to come to them. At the same time, multiple gunfires from 

the nearby tanks produce a shaky, loud and unclear frame, showcasing the agony of the Bosnian-

Muslims these attacks are aimed at. As one of the survivors states, the only desire of the Bosnians 

is to surrender. Soon, however, they lose hope, as it is made clear that the Serb-Bosnian soldiers 

are not going to spare them. An unarmed man is asked whether he is afraid, but his petrified look 

speaks before his voice. Then, the two survivors recall watching the people surrounding them and 

even their friends turning their weapons on each other, in an ultimate effort to escape their 

presumably worse fate in the hands of their assailants. The image of a sobbing man carrying a rifle 

that he seems unable to lift is proceeded by frames showing heavily wounded men coming out of 

the forest and offered first aid, in conditions that could only be described as primitive. 



 Then, the director includes a throwback of the French general speaking to the residents of 

Srebrenica two years earlier. His promise, that all of them are going to be protected by the UN 

forces is painfully ironic, and visibly contrasted by silent shots of burned buildings in Srebrenica, 

left completely abandoned after the end of the massacre. The video ends with French president 

Jacques Chirac highlighting the significance of reoccupying Srebrenica and pompously stating that 

the French allies, meaning the UN forces, have always followed the international law. However, 

according to international law states are forced to interfere when genocidal acts are occurring, 

which is contrasting to the passive stance of the UN peacekeepers that did not show resistance in 

preventing this atrocity from happening. The falseness of the Chirac’s words is exposed by the 

narrator, that diminishes them into a desperate attempt of France to preserve its reputation in the 

light of the recent tragic events in Bosnia. A follow-up report by CBS would conclude that the 

West was slow to recognize that the only term appropriate to describe the events in Srebrenica is 

genocide.17 

On the other hand, the coverage by Greek television is abundantly different.18 Under the 

title “international news,” the video begins with the two MEGA news presenters introducing the 

live reporting in Bosnia. The change in spirit compared to BBC’s reporting is apparent, with the 

 
17 CBS News, “Reporting the genocide in Srebrenica, Bosnia,” CBS News reports, YouTube 

video 2:09, posted by “CBS,” May 26, 2011, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SS-6fAXZSSk 

18 MEGA Channel, Spyros Tzanetopoulos interviewed by Fotis Karydas, “Fotis Karydas Mega 

Channel Polemiko Reportaz Apostolē stēn Vosnia,” YoutTube video, 5:04, posted by 

“FotisKarydas,” June 9, 2009, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXKqz8EYmV0 

 



conversation being initiated with a reference to the ongoing EuroBasket hosted in Greece, as the 

Greece vs Yugoslavia fixture brought the Greco-Serbian friendship into the foreground. Then, the 

female reporter acknowledges the criticism by the West against the events currently happening in 

Bosnia, but she highlights that “naturally,” this does not discourage the Greek volunteers that fight 

with the Serbs. Both reporters show sign of appreciation for the Greek fighters, who the channel’s 

war reporter, Fotis Karydas is in Bosnia to meet and interview.  

     She reminds the viewers that there is still aggressiveness centered around “the region of 

Srebrenica”, proceeding to correct herself by adding: “the Muslim region of Srebrenica.” It is then 

stated that there is fire exchange between the UN peacekeepers and the Serbs drawing mass 

attention from the West. Introducing the interview to follow, the next frames show scenes of 

combat and the narrator denounces the West that have “turned their backs to the Serb-Bosnians” 

and proudly proclaiming that Greece is “the only country that assists the Serbs materially and 

spiritually”. Of course, it is interesting to see how both the BBC and the MEGA reporters were 

very critical towards the UN peacekeepers. However, they are called out by the former for doing 

too little, and by the latter for doing too much.  

 Also, the prevailing narrative on a certain series of events is always in direct correlation to 

the person whose story is being told. When the discussion is about journalism, then who will be 

before the camera is clearly the reporter’s choice. In this respect, in the previously analyzed BBC 

reporting, the people let to tell their stories were the victims, Bosnian civilians whose lives had 

been irreversibly scarred by the Serb-Bosnian brutality. On the other hand, the MEGA reporter 

interviews the sergeant Spyros Tzanopouos, a Greek volunteer who is “making tremendous 

efforts” fighting with the Serbian side. The fighter is a member of the Greek right-wing political 

party “Golden Dawn,” one of the men that some weeks later were depicted celebrating in the 



central square of Srebrenica after the massacre has been completed. Therefore, it can be inferred 

that even before the interviewee utters a word, the fact that the camera is pointing at him suggests 

that according to the media, he is the one whose story deserves to be shared. 

 The essence of Tzanetopoulos’ interview is concentrated in the reasons that conjured him 

to join the Serb-Bosnian forces, bringing views directly connected to the Greco-Serbian ties to the 

foreground. To begin with, he denounces the Western media reports of genocidal acts committed 

by Mladić’ army as “the dirty war of TV channels against our fellow Serbs.” In addition, he claims 

that in these difficult times, the ideas that someone must rely on are Orthodox Christianity and the 

Greek relationship of brotherhood with Serbia. In this way, one can see that ensuring an ally in 

fear of further aggression in the Balkans that could threaten Greece has a dominant position in his 

thinking.  

The soldier says that he wanted to “prevent the formation of an Islamic Bow that the Turks 

are trying to create in the Balkans” and this fear is instantly given a name. When this bold statement 

is put into context, it becomes vivid that through the perspectives of the men participating in this 

war, it is not Bosnians that they are essentially interested in fighting against. They perceive that 

they are conducting an effort against Turkey, the country that had occupied them for four hundred 

years of their recent history.  

When asked how a typical day in the front line feels like, Tzanetopoulos answers “Slow, 

apart from the instances where there is fire exchange, when Muslims invade the Serbian land,” and 

his statement is very purposefully phrased in this manner. For him and the rest of the Serb-Bosnian 

and Greek fighters, Bosnia is Serbian land and should be seen as such. Therefore, they think of 

their aim as self-protection; justified self-protection through preventing the establishment of a 



Muslim state in the rumbustious Balkan region, that could dramatically increase the Turkish 

influence in the area.  

Also, Tzaetopoulos states that he will “probably return to [his] homeland in the next two 

years, because [he is] going to be needed.” Although coming from just one soldier, this statement 

is representative of the agony created and widespread in the Greek public witnessing the global 

fall of Communism in such a rapid pace, that created a feeling of uncertainty. Finally, the passive 

stance of the West in violations of the international law by the Turkish state, such as the genocide 

of the Armenians, Greeks and Pontic Greeks in 1923, and the occupation of eastern Cyprus should 

also be taken into consideration. Their result is a lack of faith in help from the West, which made 

the Greek volunteers feel that they fight in the name of self-help. As a result, executing thousands 

of unarmed civilians in a mountainous town of eastern Bosnia is viewed in their conscience as the 

only thing they can do to defend against the seemingly increasing Turkish threat.  

In conclusion, the divergence in media coverage, public opinion and political action 

between Greece and the West is a great example of the diversity within the latter. Rather than 

presuming that the intellectual path that leads to action is the same for every state, we should 

consider that its formation is shaped by the general cultural and ideological orientation of a state 

interfering with historical ties and local, uniquely formed socio-political conditions. 
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